Dozens Stuck in Midair at the Bronx Zoo - NYTimes.com Page 1 of 3

-85

b e e e e o . . I Get Home Delivery  Log In - Register Mow
| HOME PAGE | MY TIMES ] TODAY'S PAPER | VIDEQ | MOST POPULAR { TIMES TOPICS j
i  EADER NI YRR ” X dl)

Ehe New Jork Times N.Y. / Regicn

| WORLD U8, NY./REGION BUSINESS TECHNCLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS  OPINION  ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

2 |
l Ameripll;ise "W ’
® vy sregion { ainyr |Beeen
’ 1

THE CITY  INTHE REGION

Wore Articles In Mew York Region »

l Dozens Stuck in Midair at the Bronx Zoo

Today's Headlines Daily E-Mail
Piaes 510N up for & roundup of the day's tap atorles, sent every
.. .+ moming,

Q - [_nﬂ' . Sign Up |

See Sample | Privacy Policy

Reb Bennett for The New Yerk Times
Visitors to the Bronx Zoo were stuck afler the Skyfari. which glides over Zoo attractions, stopped working on \Wednasday.

The three people inside the disabled ear, which hung about 100 feet from the ground,
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About three dozen cable car passengers on a sightseeing ride were

stranded for nearly five hours on Wednesday night at the Bronx Zoo
after an emergency mechanism caused the ride to shut down, leaving
riders dangling over the African Plains exhibit and other parts of the SHARE

PRINT
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Officials said the ride, known as the Skyfari, which gives riders a
bird’s-eye view of the zoo, automatically shut itself down about 5:30
p-m. when a wheel on one of the ride’s 14 gondolas slipped off the overhead cable on
which the ride operates. There were no reported injuries, according to the palice.

Baut still, it was not a pleasant experience.

“It was a closed box for five hours,” said Robin Dean, 25, who was on the Skyfari with a
friend and the friend’s baby. “Basically, I was hungry and a little cold.”

were rescued first, about three hours after the shutdown, officials said. Police and fire
officials said that 37 people were trapped, including seven children, at heights ranging
from 60 to 100 feet.

Workers rescued the three trapped in the disabled gondola, using a crane with a basket
attached. Once they were unloaded, workers began making repairs to the car.

At a news conference after the rescue, Police Commissioner Raymond W. Relly said the (/ (L7 // /7
State Department of Labor would be conducting a thorough investigation. He added that
the ride would probably not be running in the coming days.

Olga Perez, one of the three people rescued from the disabled gondola, said she had come . ..

to the park with her 9-year-old son, her 14-year-old daughter and relatives visiting from  mosT POPULAR

Colombia, She said that her son, who was in another gondola, had a cellphone, and they E-MAILED BLOGGED | SEARCHED |

spoke during the ordeal. “He said, ‘Mommy, I am a little afraid,’ ” she recalled. “ ‘Me too,’ 1 Perfection? Hint: It's Warm and Has a Secret
1 said. ‘T understand. Just try to be patient. Everything is going to be O.K."” 2. Recipe: Chocolate Chip Cookies
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' By 10:20 p.m., police rescuers and engineers had fixed the whee! mechanism on the
' disabled gondola, which restored power and normal functioning to the ride, moving the
' cars to the terminus and allowing the passengers to exit normally. Officials said the

3. Maureen Dowd: An Ideal Husband
4. Geil Collins: The Audaeity of Listening
5. Cases: Not a Moment Too Soon, 1 Thought of Tim

_ passengers would undergo a medical evaluation. One, seven months pregnanti, was taken Russert
 to a nearby hospital complaining of cramps. 6. Cutting Out the Middlemen, Shoppers Buy Slices of
Farms

. Officials said the crane was brought in by Bay Crane of Long Island City, Queens. 7. ‘Well: The 11 Best Foods You Aren’t Eating
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About 9:30 p.m., a man walking a dog around the perimeter of the zoo said he: could hear 0. The New Old Age: What | Wish I'd Done Differently

an announcement blaring from speakers inside the park urging the stranded riders to 10. Our Towns: Build a Wiffle Ball Field and Lawyers Will
- “relax and stay calm,” o “stay seated,” and promising that they would be moving shortly. Come
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For five hours, Ms. Dean said, her view of the park — with the Dancing Crane Cafe below

" — did not change.

“It was kind of boring to be up there,” Ms. Dean said. The baby slept most of the time. Bhe New JJork Tiines OPINION
nytimes.comiepinion
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A few ambulances also entered the park, as well as the Fire Department’s mobile
respiratory treatment unit, a bus loaded with oxygen for the distressed. Police officiais
said the oxygen was brought to the scene as 2 precaution.

| Shortly before 11 p.m., a caravan of dark blue sedans from the Miles cab company pulled

| into a service entrance of the park. Through a chain-link fence, mothers and children,
 families dressed in T-shirts and shorts, some with stuffed animals and prizes in their

i arms, could be seen getting into the cars. As the cars zipped out of the park and past East
! 185th Street and Southern Boulevard, a crowd gathered on the corner cheered,

| applauding the riders’ safe rescue. Then waves of zoo workers who had stuck it out during
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One worker said of the rescued riders, “Everyone is doing fine, everyone got off great.”
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The woman, who did not give her name, said that some of the riders were having dinner Times,
in one of the zoo's restaurants, courtesy of the zoo, Others, she said, “just wanted to go Need to know more?
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The episode brought to mind the 2006 breakdown of the Roosevelt Island Tramway,

which stalled in midair, trapping dozens of passengers over the East River, some for as | iDne less thing to k o . Gal The Timas delivared
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John F. Calvelli, a spokesman for the 200, apologized to those inconvenienced by the
shutdown.

Firefighters at the scene said they could not recall a time in the last 15 years when they

' were called to the 200 to respond to an emergency on the Skyfari, They added that they
do not regularly train to make high-angle rescues on the ride, though the police said that
they do practice such maneuvers on the Skyfari. Firefighters do, however, train to do

" rescues on another tramlike cable car ride in the zoo that crosses the Bronx River because
it hovers over water.

- The entrance to the zoo at East 185th Street and Southern Boulevard was the center of
rescue operations. Residents in nearby buildings peered from their windows, watching

the spectacle.
The Skyfari has a 56-person capacity, with each of its gondolas able to hold four |

 passengers. It takes passengers on a ride over the Butterfly Garden and parts of the |
African Plains exhibit.

According to the Bronx Zoo's Web site, the Skyfari travels between the Zoo Center and
Asia Plaza, where passengers peer down at baboons, the lush tree line and the bustle of
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