Innocent teen slain

By LARRY CELONA
and JOHN DOYLE

A beloved East Harlem
teen was the innocent vic-
tim of a coldblooded
drive-by shooting early
yesterday — gunned down
as she sat with friends in
the courtyard of her
mom’s apartment building,
sources said.

Cheyeane Baez, 17, col-
lapsed outside 112 E. 128th
St., leaving a trail of blood
from the playground
- where she was struck.

The teen, a student at
the  Urban  Assembly
School of Business for

Young Women, was pro-

nounced dead 25 minutes
Jater at Harlem Hospital.

“She told the friend she
was with, ‘I'm cold. I think
1 was shot,” said Taisha
Velez, describing the
heartbreaking last words
of the popular teen nick-
named “Canela,” Spanish
for cinnamon.

Sources said they be-
lieve a gunman in a van
opened fire into the court-
yard where Baez and
friends gathered. Wit-
nesses said several other
men had souck into the
area through a fence just
moments before shots
rang out.

“It had something to do
with [another gir] and an]
old boyfriend-new boy-
friend,” a source said.

Sitting in Harlem courtyard.

“[Cheyenne] had nothing
to do with it."

Minutes after the gun-
fire, a 30-year-old man
who had been in the court-
yard was found on East
126th Street, a bullet in his
thigh, cops said. He was
taken to Bellevue Hospital
in stable condition.

“{Cheyenne] was in the
wrong place at the wrong
time,” = said  neighbor
Nancy Black, 55.

Family and friends de-
scribed Baez as an ambi-
tious and popular teen
who workea? at an East
82nd Street Pinkberry
store and wanted to be-
cCome an accountant.

“She wanted to take me
to the movies next week,”
said grieving mom Lisa
Baez, 306.

larry.celona@nypost.com

Aretha’s soul-o for Rev. Al

'The Rev. Al Sharpion got some R-E-8-P-E-C-T yesterday

morning.

Oueen of Soul Aretha Franklin phoned into Sharpton's
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